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Good Morning and thank you for considering the Commissioners’ request to approve five 

new positions within the SATCO program this morning.   

 

Before turning the presentation over to Superintendent Dionne who will introduce the 

program and the positions to you, I would like to explain how we have come to this place 

and the importance of this proposal to the Board. 

 

Following the effort late in the County’s budget process last year to include funding for a 

drug court in Manchester, the Commissioners sought to identify new avenues for the 

County to become engaged in the fight against the opioid crisis. 

 

We requested that the County departments that intersect with the crisis, the Department of 

Corrections, Sheriff’s Office, County Attorney’s Office, Legal Counsel, and the 

Commissioners’ Office meet to explore what steps the County could take within our 

specific core county responsibilities to expand beyond what we are already doing with the 

drug court in Nashua. 

 

Representatives of the departments met over the course of several months and in early 

February they presented a recommendation to the Board requesting support for the 

implementation of the program within the Department of Corrections that the 

Superintendent will introduce to you today. 

 

We all know that many individuals come to our jail facility, and thus become the County’s 

responsibility, as a result of addiction and actions driven by their dependencies.  

 

Most frequently these individuals are not the high risk/high need offenders that the drug 

courts are targeting.     

 

For simplicity, I would suggest that this group can generally be seen as on the lowest steps 

of the addiction ladder whereas the individuals that the drug courts work with are high, if 

not at the top of the ladder. 

 

Supporting the SATCO program by approving the positions and associated costs today will 

allow the County to take an immediate positive step to initiate opportunities for these 

individuals at a time that, under current programing they spend with limited available 

treatment or support and most frequently without any treatment or support at all.  

 

We are currently returning these individuals to society without an understanding of their 

addictions or the tools necessary to cope with, or escape from those addictions, and most 

likely on a path that will bring them back into the judicial system. 
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In addition to providing the inmates with those important tools, implementing the program 

will also provide the County’s prosecutors with an additional, invaluable option to look at 

as they resolve cases.      

 

Having the drug court available for our prosecutors is an important but limited tool.  The 

addition of the SATCO Program and opportunity to find another avenue to treatment for 

individuals who are in need of support but who have not yet achieved the depths required 

for the drug court. 

 

The program that we are asking you to support is in no way intended to be a substitution 

for or in lieu of support for a state-wide drug court.  The Commissioners believe that the 

fight against the opioid crisis must be multi-pronged and that as a County we must be 

actively involved. 

 

The Commissioners believe that the program you are considering today is an important 

prong in this fight and is the appropriate avenue for the County to become more actively 

involved while remaining within what we understand to be the core County responsibilities 

that we oversee. 

 

Dedicating the limited available County taxpayer dollars to a County program that 

addresses the needs of individuals in direct County care supports our core responsibilities 

and looks to maximize our influence on the fight against addiction. 

 

The County will maintain control of its programing and its taxpayer dollars while 

expanding upon the cohort of addicted offenders that will have treatment and support 

available to them. 

 

We believe that this is an important step that is worthy of the investment that we are 

asking the County to make.  

 

We appreciate your consideration and after Mr. Dionne makes his presentation we will be 

happy to address any questions that you have 

 

Thank you.   

 


